
..  

 

 

FOR   IMMEDIATE   RELEASE  

June   1,   2020  
 
Contact:  Jeanine   Gergel,   Healthy   Lakewood   Founda�on   Board   President  

healthylakewoodfounda�on@gmail.com  
 

Healthy   Lakewood   Founda�on   Announces   Second   Cycle   of   Grants   to   Address   
COVID-19   Community   Needs  

 
The   Healthy   Lakewood   Founda�on   (HLF)   board   of   directors   awarded   the   following   grants   at   its   May   2020  
mee�ng   in   an   ongoing   effort   to   address   community   needs   related   to   the   COVID-19   pandemic:   

● Department   of   Human   Services,   City   of   Lakewood:    $60,000   for   resident   emergency   needs  
● HFLA   of   Northeast   Ohio:    $57,500   to   establish   a   pool   of   Covid-19   emergency   loans  

exclusively   for   Lakewood   residents  
● Asian   Services   in   Ac�on,   Inc.   (ASIA,   Inc.):   $15,000   to   meet   the   emergency   needs   of   refugee  

and   immigrant   families   in   Lakewood  

“The   Healthy   Lakewood   Founda�on   board   believes   these   three   organiza�ons   are   uniquely  
posi�oned   to   meet   the   needs   of   residents   experiencing   some   of   the   most   acute   health   and   safety  
risks   as   well   as   those   undergoing   financial   difficul�es   as   a   result   of   the   public   health   crisis,”   says  
HLF   Board   President   Jeanine   Gergel.    “We   are   especially   concerned   about   how   the   pandemic   is  
impac�ng   Lakewood’s   most   vulnerable   residents   and   recognize   our   responsibility   to   make   the  
resources   we   have   been   entrusted   with   available   to   assist   them.”  

The   three   newly   announced   grants   are   in   addi�on   to   two   previous   grants   awarded   by   HLF   in  
March   2020   to   Lakewood   Community   Services   Center   ($50,000)   and   Department   of   Human  
Services,   City   of   Lakewood   ($25,000),   bringing   the   Founda�on’s   total   year-to-date   grantmaking   to  
meet   resident   emergency   needs   to   $207,500.   

Addi�onal   grants   will   be   awarded   later   in   the   year   as   the   evolving   needs   of   the   community  
resul�ng   from   the   pandemic   become   more   clearly   understood.    HLF   will   con�nue   to   assess  
community   needs   through   proac�ve   outreach   with   community   leaders   and   service   providers   to  
iden�fy   funding   opportuni�es   for   future   phases   of   crisis   response   grantmaking.    HLF   will   hold   its  
second   annual   community   mee�ng   in   September.    Residents   are   encouraged   to   a�end   to   share  
their   perspec�ves   on   how   COVID-19   is   affec�ng   community   health   and   well-being   as   well   as   to  
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hear   more   about   the   founda�on’s   vision   and   strategy.    The   mee�ng   date   and   loca�on   will   be  
announced   later   this   summer.  

Individuals   interested   in   learning   more   about   HFLA   of   Northeast   Ohio’s   COVID-19   emergency   loan  
program   and   finding   out   if   they   qualify   can   visit   the   organiza�on’s   website   at    www.interes�ree.org    or  
can   contact   lending   staff   directly   at    team@interes�ree.org .  

About   the   Healthy   Lakewood   Founda�on:    The   Healthy   Lakewood   Founda�on   (HLF)   is   a   501(c)3  
nonprofit   community   founda�on.   HLF   was   created   to   ensure   remaining   assets   from   the  
conversion   of   the   Lakewood   Hospital   will   con�nue   to   benefit   the   health   and   wellness   of   residents  
in   the   City   of   Lakewood.   HLF   was   established   in   September   2018   as   part   of   the   master   agreement  
following   the   closing   of   Lakewood   Hospital.   HLF   was   formed   from   the   Founda�on   Planning   Task  
Force   and   through   their   recommenda�on   to   the   City   of   Lakewood   and   the   Lakewood   Hospital  
Associa�on.  

To   contact   HLF,   please   visit    www.healthylakewoodfounda�on.org    or   email  
healthylakewoodfounda�on@gmail.com .  
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